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body habitus in chronically ill patients. This study examines the problem of defining

obesity in the chronically ill population. Measures of body mass, triceps skinfold
thickness, and circumferences of waist, chest, and thigh were compared with total

body weight (TBW) in 882 patients. At the extremes of TBW, as represented by
patients with anorexia and obesity, a significant difference was obtained for each of

the 6 parameters: weight, triceps thickness, waist circumference, chest
circumference, thigh circumference, and TBW. At the mean weight, the differences
from TBW for triceps, waist, chest, and thigh circumference measurements were

3.1%, 6.5%, 14.9%, and 10.0%, respectively. The differences were also significant for
middle weight. With increasing BMI, the differences from TBW became less

significant, resulting in a poor prediction of TBW by the anthropometric
measurements. The definition of obesity in chronically ill patients should be based on
the body habitus that is produced by the underlying disease process and not on the

value of a single parameter.Project 1) Metabolite effects on cell signaling and growth.
The effect of blood components on cell signaling and tumor growth will be

investigated using microarrays, multiplexed immunoassay (MsIa) and tumor cell
growth assays in vitro and in vivo. These components include: (a) mononuclear cells
(MCs), especially monocytes/macrophages (M phi), (b) platelets (PLTs),(c) platelet-

derived growth factors (PDGFs), and (d) blood plasma. We have found that M phi and
PLT platelets have c6a93da74d
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