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DownloadÂ .Researchers are gearing up to make a

big push to develop new drugs to treat the
coronavirus epidemic, using a little-known, little-
tested drug given to pregnant women for heart

ailments. There are no drugs to treat the
coronavirus, but Harvard University researchers are
working on a drug that could potentially treat all the
respiratory illnesses that the virus causes. Dr. David

Ascher, an infectious-diseases researcher, told
Business Insider the drug, clioquinol, had previously
been used to treat malaria and leprosy and, more

recently, to combat the flu. "It was just an old
compound [with] a lot of activity in low doses,"

Ascher said. The US and Europe have been gripped
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by the Covid-19, which has killed at least 7,570
people in China and killed at least 60 people in the
US as of Wednesday. Some experts are predicting

there could be as many as 2 million deaths from the
outbreak. Harvard researchers are working on a
drug that could treat the common cold. Business
Insider The World Health Organization has said 1
million people worldwide have died, but the real

figure may be much higher. Ascher worked in China
when the epidemic erupted there last December

and studied a saltwater drain that was under
construction in a rural suburb of Beijing. Related:
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