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before Laura Cox’s first trip to the Univeristy of Illinois
campus, she posted a picture of herself with a long bus trip to
her future school. That trip took place in April of 2017, and I
will now admit that I can relate to her anxiety. I don’t want to
go to college – my anxiety only strengthened in its resolve. I
want to stay in high school and go to college at some point,
but for the foreseeable future, that doesn’t look like it will
happen. I would have been perfect in English or journalism. I
like writing, I love getting into my head and finding what
works or doesn’t work, and I wouldn’t mind if my writing
helped a bunch of people. But when I started thinking about
my future and talking to my parents about it, I realized my
plans to enter the prestigious fields of English and Journalism
were too ambitious. Laura said that she didn’t want to give up
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on being a writer, but a writer is meant to spend a lifetime
creating and crafting. She found that she had to cross out the
rest of her choice, she dropped out and had to figure out what
else to study. She found part-time work at a local pizza shop
in order to pay for college – in the end, it was the best
decision she could have made. Laura has had the same
anxiety I have had. She says she decided she wanted to try
college, but her anxiety held her back. She says her family
encouraged her to try, and when she said it was not working
out, she was able to admit she was wrong and be brave
enough to try something new. I 3e33713323
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